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ANNUAL  'REPORT  CF  THE  MEDICAL  CFJICEK  0  F  'HEALTH 


aasecxemu 


For  the  Urban  District  of  -Little  Lover 

'  v  “  ;vX  ~  -v  • 


To  the "ffinlrnan  and  Merobo'rs  of  the  " 

tittle  Lev  or  Urban  LI  strict"  Connell 

,-i.tr  ,  ' 

I  ..have  pleasure  In  submitting  for  your  approx  a.l 
my  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  'the  h  in'.*.; 'ft 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  Little  Lever  for  the  year 
•'-ended  December  31st:  1942. 

• oti  cs  '  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area,  r 

•*  . "Th  3„  area  of  the  town  ship  is  S08  acres.  The 

enfifria't'od  population  is  4 #347  as  against '4^944  in  the 
1931  Census.  There  ar  3  1,523  inhabited  houses  in  the 
•-arcra',  as  against  1,543  in  19^*1 5  and  1 , 443  in  the  1931 
Census*.  This  gives  a  rate  of  about  three  persons  per 
house.  Tho  rateable  value’  of  the  district  is  £20,441, 
and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £7 8.10,,  9. 
Social  conditions  are  fairly  good.  There  is  ^raotica.II.',yi 
no  unemployment.  The  district  is  mainly  indu stria!"  in 
character,  tho  chief  industries  being  coal-mining,  cotton¬ 
weaving,  paper-making,  ebonite  manufacturing,  chemical 
manufacturing  arid  dairy  f  arming. 


Births. 

*1  *1-1  rr  -■  t 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  1942  was 
64,  as  against  60,in  1941.  This  figure  is  made  up  of 
29  males  and  35  females  (2  illegitimate).  Tho  birth-rate 
is  14*7  por  1,000/of  population,  as  against  13.4  In  1941  ♦ 
and  a  mean  rate  of.  13*5  for  the  previous  five  years.  Tho 
birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1942  was  15*  8. 


Still-Birth  3. 


Tho  number  of  still-births  In  19  42  was  4  (2  modes 
and  2  females)  and  Is  0  qual  to  a  rate  of  58  poh  1,000  of 
total  births,  as  ag.ainst  76  in  1941*  -r  ' 

Deaths.  '  r 

— i  mi  m..m  I.  -■  . 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1942  was 
67  (29  males  and  38  females)*  This ,1.3- an  increase  of  20 
on  the  figure  for  1-9 41 .  The  death-rate  for  1942  is  15.4 
per  1,000  of  population  as  against  10. 5  for  1941  >  and  a 
mean  rate  of  12.8  for  the  previous  five  years.  The 
death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1942  was  11.6. 

Infantile  Mortality, 

The  number  of-  deaths  of  childr  er»- under  one  yucr 
in  1942  was  5  (l  malo-  and  4  females).  This  is  an 
increase  of  3  over  the  figure  for  19 41#  and  gives  a 
rato  of  78  per  1,000  of  live  births,  as  against  33  for 
1941*  and  a  mean  rate  of  37  for  the  previous  five  years. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  Rato  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1942  was  49 •  A. A" -A 

Maternal  Mo rt al  1  ty .  ..  t  .. 

•There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1942,  thu3 
giving  a  Nil  rate  per  1,000  of  total  births,  the  simo 
as  in  19  AL ,  and  a  mean  rate  of  3*°7  for  the  pr  evious 
five ’  years.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1942  was  2.01. 


Tuberculosis, 

New  Gases  and  Mortality  during  1942,. 


j 

.  Now  Case 3  .  ii 

•/'.-.Deaths 

Age  Periods. 
Year  s 

dn*miYv*t :nrv  "  '  Non-ResP.il  Respiratory.  _  hh.  .hl-ii- 

— ft  ,r*T  ir. 

F  il  M 

•F 

£•-  !  2 

0  to  1  • 

1  to  5 

— 

> 

1 

1 

i 

5  to  10 

10  to  15 

.... 

rj .  ■  * 

•  •  •’  ‘ 

_ 

15  to  20 

20  to  25 

‘“'Tl 

1 

25  to  35 

75  to  A5 

1 

’  •• 

' 

1 

L -1 

45  to  55 

55“  to  b5 

1  ! 

1  ! 

1 

1 

<.  nn -  ^  .  ..  -■ 

65  and  up. 

!  •  :  1 

1 

- - - 

TOT  ALS 

— 2 —  in  0  n 

1  .  2 

O  -i! 

3  -  2  . n - * - 

The  death-rat  e  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System  in  19 4-2  was  0.69  P^r  1,000  of  population,  'as  ag&ins 
0,44  in  1941  and  a  mean  rate-  of  O.46  for  the  previous  five 
years.  *  ■ .  •"  '  .  •  ' 


Midwifery  Services.  0 

- -  - :  '  • 

There,  are  no  resident  midwives  in  the  district* 
Three  midwives  on  the  County  Council  list  of .midlives 
engaged  by  the  County  Council,  reside  in  *amworth  and 
ore  available  for  the  Little  Lever  area.  Each  one  is 
readily  accessible,  as  all  three  are  on  the  telephone, 
and  have  cars,  Thero  has  been  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
their  help  when  req.il red,  and  aH  of  them  have  given 
excellent  service  to  the  district.  A  Certain  number  or 
cases  was  admitted  to  Town  leys  Ho  spitol,  .yarnwor  th>.  but 
the  majority  of  the  confinements  occurred?  in  the  patient  s 

homes.  .  .*.  .* 

Oeneral  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  D.i  fl.tr  in£&. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centro s. 

Situation 

Provided  *by 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Tuberculosis 

School  Clinics 

Venered  Diseases 

.r  : 

Little  Lever 
Farnworth 
Little  Lever 
Bolton 

;.,r.  • 

Lan"cdv;  C,  C. 

It  H 

■n  « 

it  it 

■  t  • 

t 

InfeotioU 8  Diseases.  ,  ,  ,  , 

-  -  w 

,The  following  oases  of  Infectious  Diseases  .were .. 
notified  during  19425-  - 


D'i sease 

Males 

Female  s 

- FStift 

Scarlet  Foyer 
Diphtheria  ♦ 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Gerebro- Spinal  Fever 

6- 

1  1 
52  Y 
Nil 

Nil?' 

Nil 

6  .. , 

5 

50  • 

5 

1 

'•  1 

,  1 : 12 

6 

•  .102 

5 

'  V  1 

■; »  1 

Totals 

52 

68  .,. 

■'177 

s 


' 


Can res  of  Death  : ■ 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from,  all 
causes  during  194-2. 


1 

i 

Cause  of  Death 

Mai  e  s 

Female  a 

"V;.al 

‘  Tuber culo si s  of  Resp.  System 

1 

O 

-  C. 

3 

|  3 yphil.it is  Diseases 

1 

I. 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and  Oesophagus 

1 

'\ 

Cancer  c 1  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

■r  •  •! 

3 

Cancer  of  Breast 

2 

cL 

Cancer  of  ell  other  sites 

2 

4 

6 

Intra-crani  al  Vascular  Lesious 

1 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease 

8 

12 

.20 

Bronchi cis 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

n 

2 

Nephri tia 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformation  etc. 

2 

2 

Suicide 

3 

3 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

6 

5 

11 

Tot  al 

23 

38 

67 

C an  c  or  and  Mai 1 gnant  D3  3  ease. 


There  were  12  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  ■ 
Disease  in  1942  as  compare d/.with  11  in  1941.  This  gives 
a  death-rate  of  2.7 6  per  1,000  of  population,  as  against  tj 
2.46  in  1941,  and  a  mean  rate  of  1.583  for  the  pro vloir 
five  years. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  *4. 

;  No  cases  of:  this  disease  were  notified  during  1942* 

*  l 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1942. 


Dl  sease  . 

Total  cases 
notifi ed 

Cases  s  ent 
to 

Hos  pi  tal 

Deaths  1 

in 

Ho splta  1 

Total 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

6  '  <• 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ■  •  .  • 

102 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia 

5' 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1  j  1 

15. 

Nil 

Nil 

Cer ebr 0- Spina  1  Fever 

• 

1 

1  A:  * 

:  Nil- 

Nil 

>  Total 

127 

/** 

0 

Nil 

2 

District  Nursing  Association. 

The  District  Nursing  Associationv-onploye  one  Nurse, 

/  and  is  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association.  The 
members  of  the  Committee  have  continued  their  good  woifc  and 
have,  as  before,  receivod  great  suppo  t  from  the  general 
public.  The  Nurse  has  again  carried  out  her  duties  in  a  most 
praisoworthy  manner  and  has  given  devoted  service  to  all 
sections  of  the  community. 


-  3“ 


Hospital  Accommodation. 


The  Council  have  an  agreement  -with  the  Bury  and 
District  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases*  Beds  are 
available,  as  required,  at  the  follow Ing  Institutions;- 

Smn'l  1-Pox  Ho, spI t  al , At uses r th  -  for  cases  of  Small . 

»•*  C  ,  i. 

Flore n c e  Nl.ji t i ng.a le  Ho sp  1 1 al ,  "  - ' 


for  other  infectious  cdig'wau 


t-onh  Hospitals  are  controlled  by  the  Bury  and 
District-  J  o:‘  it  He  silt'd.  Board,  and  the  retaining  fees  payable 

by  the  C  ou  no  t .  L  ar  e  3  - 


Hmal  1-Ppx  -  £20  per  annum 

Other  Diseases  -  per  annum 

An  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Joint  Board  for  the 
conveyance  to  the  Hospitals,  of  patients  raff o ring  from 
Infectious  Diseases. 


V olunt  a. r  y  Ho  e  yd.  tat  s  _Ar rang enen  u  sc 

The  Council  subscribe  the  following  amounts'-  •  . 


Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  -  £10.10.  0  per  annum 

Manchester  and  Salford 

Medical  Charities  -  £-30.  0.  0  per  annum 

Little  Lever  District 

Nursing  Association  -  £13#  13*  0  per  annum 

The  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the  Borough 
of  Farn  worth  nil  or  eby  the  latter  provide  an  ambulance 
service  for  conveying  patient  s  from  t lie  di  strict'  to  the- 
various  hospitals. 


Adoptive  Acts  in  Force 

•'<•..»  *4 

Public  Health  Acte  (Amendment  Act)  1890,  Part  4* 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1907.  Parts  2  and  4* 

Public  Health  Acts  1929.  Part  , 2, 1  except  Sections  22  and  25# 

S  a  nl t ary  A  c  c  ommo  da ti on . 


The  types  of  Sanitary  Accommodation,  with  the 
number  of  each  -  type  at  .the  end  of  194?-,  were -as  folio- si- 


•  \ 

Privy  Middens 

Closets  attachod  to  those  Middens 
Pail  Closotsl  .  • 

Waste  Water  Closets 
Fresh  Water  Closdts 
Movable  Ashbins  for  Refude 
Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens) 

Number  of  house s  on  Water  Carriage' system 


17 

24 

4 

99 


1,450 


Owing  to  the  i ndefi nit e  postponement  of  all  Slum 
Clearance  Cohomos,  ther  vha.fae  been  ;no  conversions  of  privy 
mi dderuj  burin  -;  1942.  The  Council  do  not  contribute  .to  the 
Oost  rf  ■ ^conversions ,  and.  property  owners  have  usually 
carried  -qjat  the  wishes  of' the  Council  without  any  trouble. 
The  ee-wore  in  tho  back  streets  are  laid,  under  Private^  Street 
Works,  and  conversions  are  carried  out  under Sect ion  3$  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  1875* 


The  number  of  premise  s  visited  during  1942,  for 
the  purpose  of  sanitary  inspections  was  C-C:,. .  and .  .t 
numb  or  of  nuisances  discovered  was  65.  Tho  number  of 
nuisances  abated  during'  the  year  •  was  13.-  Informal  notices 
to  the  number  of  jS  wore  issued  duiiftf*  tho  ye'&iv  and;  on^  • 
statutory  notice  was  served. ;  '  No’- legal  proceedings  wor  •  ' 
taken.  *•  v-  -  %  •  •>  '• 

•  1  *  •  ;  •  * ;  ’  ,  • .  -  (  47/  "*  .  i  ’  '•>  •  .  » . 

Bakehouses,*  Dalrl cs  and  Cowsheds  have  all  be,-.  . 
periodically  inspected,  and  hove  been  fodnd  tb  be  in  c 
fair  condition.  '  There' are  eight  dairy  farms  in  the 
district,  with  approximately  135  cows  between  them. 

V  ~  >  '  •• 

Fac tori  es  and  workshops  have  also  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time,  and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Fob d  shops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year, 
but  no*  action  has  been  necessary. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  I r we  11  Valley  Water 
Board’s  mains  and  is  constant.  All  houses  are  directly 
connected,  the  numb  or  of  houses  with  piped  supplies  being 
1,511.  Wo  extensions  were  carried  out  during  1942. 

Sewage  Disposal  .  ■  •  •• 

Sewage  disposal  was  quite  satisfactory  during 
1942.  Sewage  is  treated  by  settlement  tanks  and  percolating 
filters.  No  extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  Inspectors  have  tested  the 
effluent  from  time  to  time  during  the  year,  and  have  found 
the  samples  satisfactory.  One  area,  Leadbeater  Fold,  is 
without  a  proper  drainage  system,  lout  is  scheduled  under 
a  Clearance  Order  and  will  be  dealt,  ‘with  as  soon  as  normal 
conditions  prevail. 

The  flushing  of  sewers  and  cleaning  of' manholes 
has  been  carried -out  peri  odioaHy. 

*  -  '  » 

The  system  of  scavenging  and  removing  house  refuse 
has  b  een  quite  efficient  during  t  lie  year.  ■ 

Weekly  collections  of  house  refuse  ;’and  fortnightly 
colloo'tions  from  pil  vy  closets  are  made  by  the  Council  ’s 
wagon  which  is  covered.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
tipping  on  waste  land.-  j 

Stick 0  Abatement.  ''  ■;  •'  b  • 

The  Council  are  members  of  the  Manchester  Rogional 
v  Smoke  Abatement  Committee.  The  time  limit  for  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  is  two -minutes  per  hour.---  Owing 
to  War  conditions,  it 'has  nbt-  boeri  found  advisable  to 
take  the  usual  observations,  but  no  serious  infringements 
were  noticed  and  no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary, 

t  •  *  • 

Housing 

As  a  ..result  of  war  conditions,  no  new  houses 

were  built  during  1942.  •  •  ;;t- 

:  'p  ■  ■  1  .  b ' 

Number  of  House  owned  -by  'the'  Local  Authority^  •' 

1.  Under  I919  Scheme 

2.  Under  Housing  Act  1923. 

3.  Under  Housing  Act  1924. 

4;  :Erectdl  4!ur  ing  193&. 

5.  Hr ecte'd  during  19' 37.  1 2 3 * 5 6 

6,  Free  ted  during  '  193  b*- 

-  5  -  Total 


Housing  Conditions, 


Housing  oo nation 8  are  fairly  good,  and  the 
general  standard  of  'housing  is-  satisfactory.  There  are 
about  200  houses  which  fall  below  the  general  standard. 
The  main  defects  found  or;  dampness,  low  ceiling's,  ole 
age,  absence  ofbatliroons  and  faulty  position  of  hou,-**..' 
in  relation  to  roads  and  other  property.  Many  :hourv> s 
have  not  sufficient  access  to  sunlight.  There  is  nov  m 
overcrowding  to  be  found,  this  problem  having  been  dealt 
with  by  transferring  tenants  to  the  larger  types-  of 
Council  houses,  A  housing  scheme  of  26  houses  was 
projected  for  1939  for  the  purpose  of  r cohousing  tenants 
whose  houses  had  been  included  in  Clearance  Areas,  but 
the  War  has  prevented  this  scheme  from  being  proceeded 
with,  and  i,n  oonsoqu ence,  many  of  the  condemned  houses 
are  btill  tenanted  and  are  in  an  oxtromely  bad  state. 

Town  Planning. 


The  Council  are  members  of  the  Bolton  and  District 
Regional.  Planning  Committee,,  and  representatives  from 
the  Council  are  members  of  the .  Commit  tee-,,  They  attend 
the  meetings  as  they  are- held  and  report  back:  to  the 
Council,  with'thG  result  that  the  Council  endeavour  to 
carry  out,  as  far  as  possible,  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee,  • 


•  ‘j.  •  .. 

Disinfection.-  •  • 

tint  i  ,ii  i  '-I-,  umi  .it  i  •'  *" 


.  ;’f  •  •  r  .''v  *  i  v;  '  ,  ”  * 

he  number  hr  house s "'.disinfected  after  infectious 
was  17*  The’- ras  t hod.  Used  is  Formic  ^Aldehyde  in  the 


The 

diseases'  w 
sealed' room  Of  .  the  house.  t 


'  /  {  *•  '  i  *‘4.  ,  1 

Public.  Health  Laboratory,  ,  .v  ■  •■•i 

v  /’•  *  ;•«  ‘v 

During  1942,  seven  swabs  from  suspected  cases, 
of  Diphtheria  were  sent  for  examination  to r the-  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  -Manche step.  Of  these,' fbuh'  were..  ' 
found  to  be  positive. 


■  ‘.a 
/  . 


Pi  pht ho  r  1  a  I  nmu  nl  s  a  tl  o  n , 


■  During  1942,  the  number  of  immunis'd:  ions  done 
was  l\D'6(,  vising,  a  dot al-  of  344  for  the  two  years  13 ty. 
and  19J.2 ,  'Of. "'the  '  106  ■  children  immunised,  .56  were 
pro- school  childre  n,  and  5°  wore- of  -s  chop!  "age,.'.'  It*  is 
worthy  :f  note  that  the  six  cases  of ,  Diphtheria  notified., 
during  the  year  were  all  non-innuni so  b  4 The  immunisations^ 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  ,the, 
di strict/ ,  the  prophylacticusod  being  Alum  Precipitated'  v-" 
Toxoid  supplied  hy  the. /Public  Health  Laboratory  ,  Mane  Master. 
In  s£ite  of  a  good  deal . pf  local  pro pagfijpid a  by  leaflets,  d 
films  ct.c,  ,  t her  o  is  sti  ll  far  too.- much'’  apathy  and 
ignorance  ongthb  pddaof-.'tlTe  ''parent 95, in  't&o’ district,  . 


i,  *  ^  t  •  *.  *  ^  *  •  *  ,, 

G-oneral  Observations.  .-"4  ;•  f'V' 

The  general  health  of  the  district  • during  1942, 
was  fairly  good.  The  birth-rate  continues  to  b 0  below' 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (14*7  against  15.8)  and 
the  death-rate  is  considerably' 'higher ...thfin  the  rate  for- 
England  and  Wales  (15.4  against  11.6 K  '  : 


There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  hiring  the 
year,  1.02  cases  being  notified.  Most -■  o f  Athp;.. p ase s.  w prq., 
in  the  4  to.  10  years  of  age  ghoup,  and., all  were  of- 'the A?  . 
or  'Unary  typo,  with  no  complications  ,re.sul‘tin^.  (  Apart 
from  Measles,  the  number  of  cases  p  f  .Irifebtio Us,*  Diseases 
was  about  the  same  as  in  orovious  years,  \: 

-  6  - 


No  improvements  in  sanitation  or  in  housing 
con 'lit  ions  wore  made  during  the  year. 

The  three  years  of  War  do  not  appear  to  have 
had  any  undue  effect  on  the  health  of  the  adults, 
adolescents  or  children  of  the  district.  School 
attendance  figures  continued  to  he  up  to  the  average 
of  previous  years,  whilst  the  incidence  of  disease  does 
not  appear  to  have  worsened.  The  number  of  deaths 
was  very  much  greater  than  in  1941  >  but  many  of  the 
deaths  were  of  old  persons  and  almost  were  due  to 
dancer  and  Heart  Disease. 

Modern,  low-rental  cottages,  demolition  of 
houses  under  Clearance  Orders,  and  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  many  of  the  older  houses  are  still  the  main 
needs  of  the  district.  In  addition,  the  abolition  of 
the  privy  middens  with  the  closets  attached  thereto, 
must  bekept  in  mind. 

The  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  provided  by 
the  County  Council  have  again  proved  of  .great  benefit 
to  the  district,  particularly  the  Maternity  end  Child 
Welfare  Clinic, 

Whilst  the  Bowling  G-reen  and  Playing  Field 
have  again  been  well  patronised,  it  i  s  'to  be  hoped 
that  further  developments  of  the  area  will  be  made  as 
soon  as  practicable. 


February  2lst  19 41- • 


W.  MO  TIER  SHE  AD.  M.B.  ,  Ch.B. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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